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ORIGINAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS. 

Letters of Maj. John Armstrong, Jr., to bis Father General John 
Armstrong. — Copies of the letters here given, in the handwriting of the late 
Winthrop Sargent, are in the collections of the Historical Society. They 
are printed with Mr. Sargent's remarks. 

26th Feb. 178 . 
Hon'd Sir— 

Your last (and I suppose only letter of the 3d of January, seems to have 
had a passage of as much violence as delay. It came to my hands open, 
tattered & late in February. It was not, however, the less welcome, and I 
thank you very sincerely for it. Your interpretation of my silence was well 
founded. I waited indeed for a conveyance by Reid, but his business has 
depended so much upon (the trial ?) and so little upon himself, as to have 
deceived us both, m (?more ?) than once. It now begins to assume a more 
(favourable ?) complexion. He is at length acquitted by the Court & the 
Gen. has approven the sentence — but it is still doubtful whether at this point 
of time leave of absence can be obtained. 

The prospects of peace must have long since extended themselves to you, 
& founded as they are cannot be an improper subject of congratulation. 
They were received here with universal pleasure : — from whence I am led to 
infer that the death of the American Army will carry as strong marks of 
honor and patriotism as its life. It seems to be the wish of every rank to 
return to the walks of private life, and live upon the reflection of having 
sav'd their country. There are some symptoms from New York which seem 
to corroborate & others from abroad which seem to retard our hopes. The 
wise ones class the sailing of D'Bstaing's fleet under the last head, & so 
positive are the french officers upon this score as to offer betts of three to 
one that we shall have another campaign. Among these, are the Duke de 
Lauzun and Du pertail the Engineer, whose connections and character give 
them some access to the french Cabinet, & whose Opinion therefore are not 
to be received as merely speculative. Though I may not wish to risk money 
upon Opinion, yet I cannot think with them. We once believed it to have 
been the War of the Minister, we now know it to have been the war of the 
King — and if we but contemplate the nature of Obstinacy, which is certainly 
his prevailing passion, we must conclude that necessity alone has driven him 
into treaty and will force him into peace. Unlike the other passions of the 
mind, obstinacy yields only to force, and when it breaks it breaks like glass, 
— there's no uniting the pieces — It wants the power of recruiting itself, — It 
gives entire way and tho' it yields with reluctancy it yields without qualifi- 
cation or reserve. If I cannot have all, 1 will have none, is the language of 
an Obstinate Man. 

The politicks of your State seem to be as inveterate & not less temporiz- 
ing. I have seen all the pieces to which you alude & with some few ex- 
ceptions, they are wretched indeed. Mr. Reid's pamphlet, which had not 
appeared when your letter was written, will do him much honor. There is 
a great deal of the dignity of a retiring Governor in it. But do you imagine 
that a man of Cadwallader's abounding pride and deficient wisdom, will kiss 
the rod or sit quietly under it. Is anything so sensibly humble to be ex- 
pected from him 1 Provocation has already produced reply— Reply will 
beget rejoinders — k thus the wound will go on festering till the knife be- 
comes necessary for the Cure, 
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There's a Valerius too — whose papers discover a great deal of fire, &, some 
Genius — an angry, turbulent fellow, who makes our unoffending Presid' his 
object. It is cruel to disturb his term of Sufferings & toil till October next 
— especially when We consider the bed of thorns he has sat upon for 6 long 
years and the many disappointments Oivil & Military he has met with. 

I cannot be offended at your decision upon the business in which 
engaged. But was it not rather premature. Had the place opened itself 
to my acceptance, I would not have rejected it. The only prospect it held 
out to introduction. I viewed it in no other point of light. Some 

objections I think I can foresee. Party Spirit rising high — interest pointing 
one way, inclination perhaps leading another. But was it necessary that I 
should mingle in the strife at all — that the second important step of my life 
should like the first, be made into the fire ? Certainly no. As it now stands, 
I know not how to turn myself. The more I look forward into life, the more 
I am embarrass'd in my choice. Law has its promises, but not without ex- 
treme labor — drudgery. In this profession, assiduity itself will not do — to 
succeed you must be a Student for life. For trade I feel myself entirely 
disqualified. I want y" love of wealth that warms the merchant's breast, & 
interests him in y" acquisition of it. I want that kind of industry that can 
pry into Corners and draw lines, almost invisible, between a good & a bad 
bargain. If I have anything speculative about me, it exerts itself in another 
way & upon other subjects. What then am I to do ? I believe after all I 
could accept your proposal and go into the envied quiet of a farmer's life. 
I may have industry eno' to raise hogs & horses. I must be governed by the 
length of the Campaign. and desired me to return his 

compliments to you. Oen. Gates is not without his ache in this cold Climate. 
My love to my Mother and believe me to be with the highest respect your 
most obedient servant and affectionate son John Armsteono. 

To Gbn. John Armstrong, Carlisle. 

Philadelphia, 10th May 1781. 
Hon'd Sir, 

My brother's stay in town was so short, & his going of so unexpected, as 
to leave me without a moment to address a line to you. As to the General's 
affair, it is yet undetermin'd. Like other great men he has his friends & 
enemies & I hope the first are among the best, if not the most powerful 
public characters. The civilities of all are readily and chearfully paid & I 
am led to hope that their good ofiices will not be confin'd to the narrow limits 
of meer politeness. They will eventually do him Justice. His memorial 
now rest with the General, from whom he expects an answer on the morrow. 
Bob Morris sets a high price upon his services and absolutely refused to act 
without an unqualified right of private commerce, — a power to displace and 
create at pleasure every public oflicer who stands at all connected with his 
office and employment and the sole authority of contracting for the various 
supplies of the army, &c. Congress gave him all — like a young man just 
come to the possession of a large but intricate estate who after many virtu- 
ous and great efforts to clear and ascertain it — in some indolent, wicked or 
capricious moment he grows tired of acting for himself — and calls in to his 
aid, one of those fellows who had helped to ruin and squander and perplex 
it. "Here" says he — "take my papers and my money, but allow me a bare 
subsistence — Do with them what you will : I am too great a fool to do my 
own business." I have not sought very long for the simile. It struck me 
as a just one — You may think differently. McDongal refuses the place of 
Marine Secretary, without the most express reservation of his Military rank, 
&c. Dr. Arthur Lee, Lovell and Young Hamilton are in nomination for the 
foreign correspondence. The War Office is in statu quo. Thus stagnate is 
every Department. Part of the public provisions, I have been told confl' 
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dentially, is now selling to transport the rest. Speculative knolege seems 
to be all that's aimed at — and in the diversity of opinion about the medicine, 
the patient may perish. Dont be astonished if in the aboundingpwbiz'c Weak- 
ness or Wickedness — a certain Gen — be raised to the obnoxious name and 
place of Dictator. It has been proposed, and is now in agitation. This 
amounts to a little less than a plea of Insolvence. C s confess them- 
selves bankrupt in credit, sense, honesty and spirit: for in giving up the 
Sword to one and the Purse to another they anihilate their own authority. 
Your friend Sam. Adams has left this place much displeased and in a temper 
to awaken the jealousies if not the resentments of his countrymen and con- 
stituents. 

A story prevails that the Enemy have embarked the greater part of their 
force at N. York. Lord Oornwallis and Graves succeed Clinton and Ar- 
buthnot who are recall'd to England. A Rebellion prevails in Scotland and 
another and more formidable Insurrection begins to appear in Ireland. The 
so long expected 2d Division of the French fleet has at length sailed for this 
Coast with 10,000 land forces, to cooperate with those already here and our 
Army. The Siege of Gibiraltar is urged with great prowess and industry. 
The allied force in the West Indies is increased, and Gen. Conway (our 
acquaintance) has sailed from France with a large Army against the British 
Settlements in the East Indies. I have given you the news of the day. Thus 
you find us willing to accommodate events to our own wants and wishes, and 
ballance, if possible, the evils we feel, by advantages in prospect. I have 
almost filled my paper, and must close by telling you that the extravagance 
and dissipation of this town exceeds any conception of your's at so good a 
distance from it. I wish to be gone. Adieu. Your's affect^. 

Gen. Armstrong. J. Aemstronq. 

The Presid' is well, and all of your friends whom I have seen. Adams 
told me he had written you, — have you rece'd his letter ? Nicholls sent the 
Spurs. The Gown he has not yet procured. The simple fact is as far as I 
can collect that he cannot in so great a scarcity and such frequent calls of 
his own for money, find himself well at liberty to buy it. My love to Mamy. 
We propose setting of from hence on Tuesday next — we shall take Beading 
in our Route. Expect us with you sometime in the last of the next Week. 

[Mem". July the 7th, 1856. The two letters preceding are this evening 
copied by me from the originals in the possession of Mr. J. C. Fisher, So. 7th 
St., Philadelphia. The illegible words are left blank in my copies. I am 
perfectly satisfied that the originals are in the autography throughout of the 
late John Armstrong, one of Mr. Madison's cabinet, and that they are genuine 
letters. Addressed to his father. Gen. John Armstrong of Carlisle. — W. 
Sarqbnt.] 

Beaddock's Will. — (Extracted from the Principal Registry of Her 
Majesty's Court of Probate. — In the Prerogative Court of Canterbury.) — 
In the name or God Amen I Edward Braddook Esquire Major General 
of His Majesties Forces and Commander in Chief of an Expedition now fit- 
ting out for America considering the uncertainty of this life and being now 
in perfect mind memory and understanding do make and ordain this to be 
my last will and testament in manner and form following that is to say I 
give devise and bequeatli all my ready money securities for money plate 
linen furniture and all other my personal estate and effects whatsoever 
which I am now possessed of or entitled to or which I shall or may be pos- 
sessed of or entitled to at the time of my decease unto my two good friends 
Mary Yorke the wife of John Yorke a Lieutenant in the Royal Regiment 
of Artillery now ou duty at Gibraltar and John Calcraft of Brewer Street 
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in the Parish of St. James Westminster Esquire and their heirs and assigns 
for ever to be equally divided between them share and share alike I do hereby 
also I give devise and bequeath all and every real estate I may be now enti- 
tled to or which I may be in possession of or entitled to at the time of my 
decease either by purchase or otherwise unto the said Mary Yorke and John 
Oalcraft their heirs and assigns for ever to be equally divided between them 
share and share alike and it is my will and pleasure and 1 do hereby declare 
the same so to be that all moneys or other advantage whatsoever which may 
accrue to the said Mary Yorke from this my will shall not be subject or 
liable to the debts or coutroul of her said husband John Yorke or any future 
husband but shall be to her own separate use benefit and advantage and I 
do hereby give her full power and authority to join with the said John Cal- 
craft in giving acquittances or any other necessary discharges in her own 
name and which shall be as good and effectual notwithstanding her coverture 
as she could or might have done had she been sole and unmarried and I do 
hereby nominate constitute and appoint the said Mary Yorke and the said 
John Oalcraft joint Executrix and Executor of this my will hereby revoking 
all former wills by me at any time heretofore made In witness whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand and seal this twenty fifth day of November in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifty four — B. Braddock 
Signed sealed published and declared by the said testator as and for his last 
will and testament in our presence who in his presence and at his request 
and in the presence of each other have subscribed our names as witnesses 
hereto — Tho' Morgan — Jos Addy — J as Rubins. 

Proved at London on the S"" day of September 1755 before the Worship- 
ful Andrew Coltee Ducarel Doctor of Laws and Surrogate by the oath of 
John Oalcraft Esquire one of the executors named in the said will to whom 
admon was granted he having been first sworn duly to administer Power 
reserved of making the like grant to Mary Yorke wife of John Yorke the 
other executor named in the same will when he shall apply for the same. 

[We are indebted to Mr. William M. Darlington, of Pittsburg, for the 
above which is transcribed from a certified copy in his possession. — Ed.] 

Dr. Solomon Drowne to Miss Sally Drowne, Providence, B. I. 

Philadelphia, Octo' 5% 1774. 
Sister Sally, — 

With most unfeigned Pleasure I embrace the Opportunity by Mr. Olney 
to acquaint you of my Welfare, and present situation. I hope this Letter 
will be received by you, in the peaceful Abode of onr honoured indulgent 
Parents, and in perfect Health. I wrote you word that I arrived here on 
Sunday about three o'clock, P. M. Monday Afternoon Mr. & Mrs. Rogers, 
Mrs. Bees and her Sister, Polly Morgan, who is sister in Law to Evan Ed- 
wards, Bobby Bogers and I took a Walk to the Biver Schuylkill (about two 
miles west of [the] Delaware, which runs by the Oity) to drink Tea. You 
can scarcely conceive of a more delightful Place, than on the Banks of this 
Beautiful River. There is a small House here for the conveniency of chang- 
ing Cloaths for those who are baptized here, this being the Place of Bap- 
tizing. In this House there is kept Tea Tackling for the convenience of 
those who drink Tea here. In short, in the aforesaid House we drank Tea. 

A Day or two after 

By Curiosity led forth (all conqu'ring 

Pow'r,) my willing Feet trausferr'd me where 

I might survey America's great Patriots, 

Retire from weighty Council.— A Prospect 

Olorious !— At the pleasing View ; how glow'd 

My Bosom !— As many, as the Weeks 

The Year contains, bo many constitute 

Th' illustrious Band.— With manly Gait, 

His faithful Steel suspended by his Side, 

Pass'd W'— Shi— gt— n along, Virginia's Hero. 

» * » » much is wanting. * * * * 
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T am in great Haste, and can go no further in this heroic, and tndy sub- 
lime fjtrain. I have not even time to give the lines their proper measure. 
This Col'. W' — hi— gt— a is a man noted as well for his good Sense, as his 
Bravery. I heard, he said, he wished to God! the Liberties of America 

were to be determined by a single Combat between himself and Gt e. I 

am writing in M^ W"". Soger's Study ; past 10 o'clock, and have a great 
ways to walk to Jerei" Olney's Lodgings. Pray write to me soon and tell D. 
Kennedy, John Dabney et als. to write to me. Give my Love to them, Evan 
Edwards and any of my acquaintance that make Enquiry after me. Re- 
member me to all Aunt Kinnicutt's Folks, et als. Love to Sister Aplin. 

Farewell, 

Solomon Dbowne. 

Db. Solomon Deowne to Sm-omon Deowne, Sen"', Providence, E. I. 

Philadelphia, Ocf S"", 1774. 
Honoured Sir, — 

Li my Letter of the 3'' Instant I wrote but little more than that I had 
safe arrived ; and, indeed, I am so much hurried now that I must be very 
concise. Soon after my arrival here, having the Curiosity to see all the 
Delegates together, who constitute the grand Congress, Henry Tillinghast, 
Bobby Rogers and I went up to the Hall where they meet, for that Purpose. 
But they had retired before we got there. They assemble at about 9 or 10 
o'clock A. M., and break up at about 3 P. M., not meeting but once in a 
Day. The Lodgings of our Delegates being opposite Carpenter's Hall, we 
went in to see them, and sat some Time. Gov"'. Hopkins went with us into 
the Hall, which is a very convenient and somewhat retired Place. He told 
us there were 52 Delegates in the Whole, whom I have seen since retiring 
together from Council. My Blood thrilled thro' my Veins at the agree- 
able, pleasant View of so many noble and sage Patriots, met in the great 
Cause of Liberty. I saw Mr. Downer, the Day we went into the Hall with 
Mr. Hopkins, who, I believe, is not a little disappointed (as well as Tho'. 
Arnold, who has gone to New York), that he was not admitted into the 
Congress. However, he told me, that he spent his Time very agreeably in 
going about the City, and making Observations upon whatever he saw; and 
indeed nothing escapes his Notice; so that when he returns, he will be 
capable of giving as good a Description of Philadelphia, its Inhabitants and 
their Genius, Manners, &c., perhaps as any Man living. 

It may be, you heard sometime ago that Gov^ Hopkins was ill, as indeed 
he has been since he came here ; but he is now well. The Bostonian, Rhode 
Island and Virginian Delegates, stand among the foremost on the illustrious 
Roll of true Patriots. I have nothing remarkable to communicate, and must 
draw to a Conclusion, as I have two Letters to write yet, and carry to M'. 
Olney's Lodgings, tho' the Evening is far advanced. I shall board at M'. 
W". Rogers's where I am now, tho' it is some Distance from where tho Lee- 
tares was held, and from the Hospitals. I went to M^ Kinnersley's with 
M'. Rogers, a Place which is highly recommended to me, and which is con- 
siderably nearer to the College : but he has five Boarders already : So that 
I could not get a Place more agi'eeable on all accounts than where I am. 
M"-. Rogers, M". Rogers and Bobby desire to be remembered to vourself. 
Mother and Sally, and to all enquiring Friends. Pray give my Respects 
to Aunts Kiunicut and Arnold, and M'. & M". Fenner ; And with Mamma 
accept of my Duty, and hearty Wishes for all your Welfare. 

S. Drowne. 

[P. S.J The Report we heard in Providence that D'. Franklin had 
arrived here was entirely groundless. S. D. 

[Addressed.] Solomon Drowne, Esq'. Providence. 
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Dr. Solomok Drowne to Miss Sally Drowne, Providence, B. I. 

Philadelphia, Nov^ I'i"", 1775. 
Sister Sally, — 

Tho' I set in our Chamber alone, retired on purpose to write Letters 
home ; yet so many Things crowd upon my Mind that I scarce know what 
to begin with, or how to do as I could wish. In short I want to write more 
Letters and concerning more Affairs than I shall any how have time for. 
It is some time since the Lectures have begun. To attend five Courses of 
Lectures (sometimes 3 and 4 Lectures a Ray) to copy Notes taken at them, 
and read on the Subjects the several Professors lecture upon, — add to these 
attending the Hospital, — these, you must judge, will take up all, I may say 
more than all the Time of any person studiously disposed. However, 1 am 
determined to write to you and our dear Parents every good Opportunity : 
but you must take it as it comes, — Butt end foremost. Not long after we 
got here, that truly worthy Man, that Friend to America, Peyton Randolph, 
Esif. who was the first President of the Congress, suddenly expired. On 
the Day his Remains were interred there was a greater collection of People 
than 1 had ever seen. The three Battalions were under Arms. Their 
Standards and Colours were furled with black Gauze : their Drums muffled, 
and covered with Gauze. The Bells at Christ Church were mufiled. There, 
M'. Duch6 preached a most excellent Sermon : — thence the Corpse was car- 
ried to the Burying-yard, the way being lined on each side by the Battal- 
ions, leaning on their arms reversed. Who, that had a spark of Sensibility, 
or true Patriotism, could behold the scene and reflect on the occasion, with- 
out being melanchollily affected : — yet how many I saw who behaved as if 
they had come on a Frolic. Sure such Instances fling Reproach on Human 
Nature. 

Saturday before last, afternoon, M'. Binney, M'. Dorsey (an amiable 
young Gentleman from Maryland, who belongs to the College and boards 
at M^ Stillman's) and I, took a walk 3 or 4 Miles down the Bank of Dela- 
ware ; then crossed the River to the Jersey Shore to look at some Chevaux 
de Frise they were making. They seem well calculated for the Purpose of 
keeping off piratical Ships, &o. We then walked up on the Jersey-side, 
and repassed the River at the Ferry opposite the City. Thus we had an 
agreeable Walk of only 8 or 9 miles. Tomorrow there is to be a Review of 
the three Battalions, and Tomorrow I suppose we shall move into the House 
Doc". Morgan leaves, who is then with his wife to set out for the Camp. It 
will not be so convenient for us on account of attending Lectures and Hos- 
pital ; as where we now live ; however, we must be reconciled. 14"", Even- 
ing. Not moved yet. We were out to see the Battalions, 3 Artillery Com- 
panies and Light Horse in their Uniforms reviewed by the Pennsylvania 
Farmer (who is Col', of the 1*' Battalion) and the Members of Assembly. 
Their appearance was very martial. The Day was unpleasant being some- 
what rainy. In the Forenoon, before they had all got into the Field, News 

was brought that St. John's was taken ; and they made a fine huzzaing. 

* * * 

When you go to M'. Wart's remember me to them all ; — tell him I en- 
quired of one of the Members of the Philosophical Society, and that the 
'Troubles of the times have prevented their Transactions being published. 

* * * I intend to write to William when Gov. Hopkins returns. Give 
my Compliments to [Miss] E. Russell. I wish you, from my Heart, Health 
and every Good. Adieu. 

Your affectionate Brother, 

Solomon Drowne. 
[Addressed.] Miss Sally Drowne, Providence. 
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Dr. Solomon Deowne to Quartermaster William Drowne, Roxbury, 

Mass. 

Philadelphia, Dec. 27'", 1775. 
Dear Brother, — 

I hope this long silence has not been occasioned by awaiting, each for the 
other to write first. I am sure if you knew my many Avocations, you 
would excuse me for not writing before — besides, I wrote last to you. But 
setting aside Ceremonies and Excuses, which ought to have no Place 
' betwixt Friends and Brothers, as we two are,' I will improve this good 
Opportunity in writing to you, — because I have a sincere Regard for you ; 
— and make not the least Doubt you will do the same whenever it shall be 
convenient for you. 

At present I am very hearty, tho' I was a good deal indisposed not long 
after I reached here. I hope you have been so favoured, as that the Dis- 
eases most prevalent in Camps, have passed you by. As to News, there is 
so much flying, that I don't know whether 'tis worth while to begin anything 
under that head. I suppose the News of Dunmore's Defeat in Virginia will 
reach you before this Letter. The Ships and Brigs of War fitting out here, 
are almost ready for a Cruise. Two of them were to have gone down the 
River last Sunday, had not the plenty of Ice hindered. The Alfred, which 
is the Commodore's Ship, makes a formidable appearance. She is fitted to 
carry upwards of 30 Guns. The Columbus, is another noble Ship, upwards 
of 30 also. The Brigs 16 each. Esek Hopkins is Commodore. Abr"'. 
Whipple Captain of the Columbus. John Hopkins Captain of the Brig 
Cabot. Henry Tillinghast, Surgeon's Mate of the Alfred, and Esek Hop- 
kins Jun'. and Rufus Jenkes Midshipmen. By this you may judge in how 
high Estimation New England Men are here. 

Sally wrote that you had been home, and that when the time of your 
Inlistment was up, you would return for good and all. Indeed, I applaud 
you for it. Who would stay in such a berth, and for such wages ? First 
let me go forth as a common Soldier, (say I,) when the Defence of my 
Country really renders it necessary. My Brother, wherever you are, and 
whatever you do, provided it be virtuous, — may HE, ivho walketh upon the 
Wings of the Wind, and looketh with Complacency on the just, beneficent 
Person, — smile upon you ; keep you from Danger; surround you v.'ith every 
Blessing. 

I am your affectionate Brother, 

Solomon Drowne. 
To M'. William Drowne, Quarter Master, Serg'. Col. 
Joxbury. 

Dr. Solomon Drowne to Lieut. William Drownb, Rhode Island. 

Philadelphia, FebJ. 5"', 1776. 
Kind Brother, — 

I received yours the 2* Inst, and Sally's, by M"". Russell, which were to 
me like a grateful Repast to a hungry Traveller. I congratulate you on 
your Lieutenancy, and rejoice that in your native Town you are not slighted, 
however you may have been where you were. Then that Wallace won't bo 
still yet ? Perhaps Commodore Hopkins will pay him a Visit soon. You 
wrote that you had been to Newport, and that Sally and Betsey Cozzens 
inquired after my Health. I have a good Regard for them, and am very 
sorry for their, at present, unhappy Situation. If you should go there again 
soon, give my best Compliments to them. You mentioned in yonr Letter 
something of the regretted Death of the brave Montgomery. On the Plains 
of Abraham, " how have the mighty fallen !" There, heroic Wolfe, — brave 
Montcalm fell there. There too, the generous Soul of magnanimous Mo7it- 
gomery bnrst forth. 

Vol. v.— 8 
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You were misinformed in Regard to Col. Arnold : he was carried out, 
wounded ; but is in a likely way to recover. Capt». Samuel Ward, I heard, 
is Prisoner in the Uity. Prescott, who, 'tis said, ordered Allen to be put in 
Irons, is a prisoner in this City. 

You write, a Chief Surgeon, and three Assistants are appointed to the 
Brigade raising in the Colony, and that you think I might get a berth, as 
an Assistant. I thank you for advice, — but can't tell what I shall do 'till I 
get home. 

The four Frigates, building here, are very forward. They are making a 
Chain, to stretch across below the City, each Link of which is so heavy, 
that I could scarce lift one of them from the Ground. They have a large 
Number of fire Rafts made, to be chained together, and sent down against 
any Ship that has no business here. Yon may rely upon it il'. Rogers is 
not aboard of any Ship for I saw him this afternoon. 

My Brother, 'tis considerable apast Midnight : I feel weary, and hope you 
will excuse me if I only write 

I am your hearty Well-wisher 

and loving Brother, 

Solomon Deowne. 

[Addressed.] To Mr. William Drowne, Lieu', of Col'. Babcock's Com- 
pany, Rhode Island. 

[We are indebted to Henry T. Drowne, Esq., of New York, for the copies 
from which the letters of Dr. Solomon Drowne are printed.] 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 
Notes. 

First- Effort to Oroanizb the Chtjroh of England in West Jersey. — 
[We reprint in the Notes an article furnished by Judge Clement to one of 
the New Jersey papers.] — The following letters may be of interest, showing 
the first efforts to have the Church of England built up in West New Jersey. 
Dr. Coxe, a leading member of the established Church, and a favorite at 
court — he being physician to Queen Anne — became largely interested in 
West New Jersey, and took steps to secure the services of Mr. Bridges in 
the undertaking suggested. These letters, for some reasons, were recorded 
in the office of the Secretary of State, at Trenton, N. J., and have been 
copied therefrom. 

A letter from Daniel Coxe, of London, to Mr. Thomas Bridges, dated 
August 15, 1692 : 

" Sir. — I received yours and returned an answer ye last month, but fearing 
that should not come seasonably to yr hands, and having I hope a safe con- 
veyance, I determined to neglect no opportunity whereby I might manifest 
ye friendship I cherish for you, and confirm you in favoring a country wherein 
I am deeply concerned, and whose welfare I would promote, for ye sake of 
ye inhabitants, abstracted from my own interests, which will, I am very con- 
fident, be much advanced by your presence, sound doctrine and exemplary 
life, and I hope you will thereby reap, not only ye satisfaction of having 
faithfully served our great master in ye great work of converting and con- 
firming precious immortal souls. But, I verily believe you will be rewarded 
with ye blessing of a quiet, pleasant, healthful residence, and in ye love and 
esteem of those who shall voluntarily come under yr pastoral care, with due 



